IV. Environmental Impact Analysis

L. Transportation

1. Introduction

This section assesses potential Project impacts based on the Transportation Assessment
for the 670 Mesquit Project (TA) prepared by Fehr & Peers, dated April 2021 and included
as Appendix M-1 of this Draft EIR. The TA was prepared in accordance with the Los
Angeles Department of Transportation’s (LADOT’s) Transportation Assessment
Guidelines (TAG) updated in July 2020 and pursuant to a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with LADOT dated June 9, 2020, documenting its assumptions and technical
methodologies. The LADOT MOU is included in Appendix A of the TA. LADOT reviewed
the TA and provided an approval letter of the TA on August 19, 2021, which is included
as Appendix M-2 of this Draft EIR.

In accordance with the TAG and consistent with the City CEQA Transportation
Thresholds (adopted July 30, 2019), the CEQA-required analysis to be included within
this Draft EIR section includes an assessment of whether the Project would result in:
(1) potential conflicts with transportation-related plans, ordinances, or policies; (2) a
substantial increase in vehicle miles traveled (VMT); or (3) increased hazards due to a
geometric design feature or incompatible use. In addition, in accordance with CEQA
Guidelines Appendix G and the City’s CEQA Transportation Thresholds, an assessment
of whether the Project would result in inadequate emergency access is included. Finally,
in accordance with LADOT’s interim guidance on freeway safety analysis issued in May
2020, a freeway safety analysis was conducted to evaluate whether the addition of Project
traffic could cause or lengthen an off-ramp queue onto the freeway mainline that could
constitute a potential safety impact under CEQA."

The TAG also requires assessment of “non-CEQA” transportation issues, which include:
(1) pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access;?2 (2) project access, safety, and circulation;
(3) construction traffic; and (4) residential street cut-through analysis. Based on the
screening criteria set forth in the TAG, a residential street cut-through analysis was not
required for the Project. The analyses of the remaining three “non-CEQA” issues are
included in the TA. However, since they are non-CEQA items, they are not analyzed in

1 City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation, LADOT Transportation Assessments — Interim
Guidance for Freeway Safety Analysis, May 2020.

2 |n addition to the non-CEQA pedestrian, bicycle, and transit access topics identified in the TAG, this EIR
considers any environmental impacts that the Project could have related to potential conflicts with a
program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities
(pursuant to Threshold (a), as shown in Subsection 3.a, Thresholds of Significance).
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this EIR, unless they relate to the assessment of potential conflicts with transportation-
related plans, ordinances, or policies mentioned above. In addition, an analysis of
intersection levels of service is included as appendices to the TA for informational
purposes only and is similarly a non-CEQA issue.

2. Environmental Setting

a) Regulatory Framework

(1) Federal

(@)  Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990

Titles I, 11, Ill, and V of the ADA have been codified in Title 42 of the United States Code,
beginning at Section 12101. Title Il prohibits discrimination based on disability in “places
of public accommodation” (businesses and non-profit agencies that serve the public) and
“‘commercial facilities” (other businesses). The regulation includes Appendix A through
Part 36 (Standards for Accessible Design), establishing minimum standards for ensuring
accessibility when designing and constructing a new facility or altering an existing facility.
Examples of key guidelines include detectable warnings for pedestrians entering traffic
where there is no curb, a clear zone of 48 inches for the pedestrian travel way, and a
vibration-free zone for pedestrians.

(2) State

(a) Complete Streets Act

The Complete Streets Act (Assembly Bill [AB] 1358; Government Code Sections 65040.2
and 65302) was signed into law in 2008. The law requires that when updating the part of
a local general plan that addresses roadways and traffic flows, cities and counties ensure
those plans account for the needs of all roadway users. Specifically, the legislation
requires cities and counties to ensure that local roads and streets adequately
accommodate the needs of bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit riders, as well as motorists.

At the same time, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), which
administers transportation programming for the State, unveiled a revised version of
Deputy Directive 64 (DD-64-R1 October 2008), an internal policy document that now
explicitly embraces Complete Streets as the policy covering all phases of state highway
projects, from planning to construction to maintenance and repair.

(b)  Assembly Bill (AB) 32 and Senate Bill (SB) 375

With the passage of AB 32, the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, the State of
California committed itself to reducing statewide greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions to
1990 levels by 2020. The California Air Resources Board (California ARB) is coordinating
the response to comply with AB 32.
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On December 11, 2008, California ARB adopted its Scoping Plan for AB 32. This scoping
plan included the approval of SB 375 as the means for achieving regional transportation-
related GHG targets. SB 375 provides guidance on how curbing emissions from cars and
light trucks can help the state comply with AB 32.

There are five major components to SB 375. First, regional GHG emissions targets:
California ARB’s Regional Targets Advisory Committee guides the adoption of targets to
be met by 2020 and 2035 for each Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) in the state.
These targets, which MPOs may propose themselves, are updated every eight years in
conjunction with the revision schedule of housing and transportation elements.

Second, MPOs are required to prepare a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) that
provides a plan for meeting regional targets. The SCS and the Regional Transportation
Plan (RTP) must be consistent with each other, including action items and financing
decisions. If the SCS does not meet the regional target, the MPO must produce an
Alternative Planning Strategy that details an alternative plan to meet the target.

Third, SB 375 requires that regional housing elements and transportation plans be
synchronized on 8-year schedules. In addition, Regional Housing Needs Assessment
(RHNA) allocation numbers must conform to the SCS. If local jurisdictions are required to
rezone land as a result of changes in the housing element, rezoning must take place
within three years.

Fourth, SB 375 provides CEQA streamlining incentives for preferred development types.
Certain residential or mixed-use projects qualify if they conform to the SCS. Transit-
oriented developments (TODs) also qualify if they (1) are at least 50% residential,
(2) meet density requirements, and (3) are within 0.5 mile of a transit stop. The degree of
CEQA streamlining is based on the degree of compliance with these development
preferences.

Finally, MPOs must use transportation and air emissions modeling techniques consistent
with guidelines prepared by the California Transportation Commission (CTC). Regional
Transportation Planning Agencies, cities, and counties are encouraged, but not required,
to use travel demand models consistent with the CTC guidelines.

(c) California Vehicle Code (CVC)

The CVC provides requirements for ensuring emergency vehicle access regardless of
traffic conditions. Sections 21806(a)(1), 21806(a)(2), and 21806(c) define how motorists
and pedestrians are required to yield the right-of-way to emergency vehicles.

(d)  Senate Bill No. 743 / CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3

California Senate Bill (SB) 743, which became effective on January 1, 2014, requires the
focus of transportation analyses to shift from driver delay to the reduction of greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions, the creation of multimodal networks, and the promotion of a mix of
land uses. SB 743 directed the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to
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prepare and develop revised guidelines for determining the significance of transportation
impacts resulting from projects located within transit priority areas (TPAs).

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, Determining the Significance of Transportation
Impacts, indicates that “...vehicle miles traveled is the most appropriate measure of
transportation impacts.” The revised guidelines require that lead agencies remove
automobile delay, as described solely by level of service (LOS) or similar measures of
vehicular capacity or traffic congestion, as a criterion for determining a significant impact
on the environment pursuant to CEQA, except in locations specifically identified in the
revised guidelines, if any. In accordance with this requirement, CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.3(a), adopted in December 2018, states “a project’s effect on automobile delay
does not constitute a significant environmental impact.”

In addition, CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(c) states that the provisions of Section
15064.3 shall apply statewide beginning on July 1, 2020, but that a lead agency may elect
to be governed by its provisions immediately upon adoption. As noted below, on July 30,
2019, the City adopted VMT as part of its CEQA Transportation Thresholds as a criterion
to determine transportation impacts, pursuant to SB 743 and the recent changes to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.3.3

SB 743 also added Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21099, which provides that
“aesthetic and parking impacts of a residential, mixed-use residential, or employment
center project on an infill site within a TPA shall not be considered significant impacts
on the environment.”* PRC Section 21099 defines an infill site as a lot located within
an urban area that has been previously developed, or on a vacant site where at least
75 percent of the perimeter of the site adjoins, or is separated only by an improved
public right-of-way from, parcels that are developed with qualified urban uses.> A TPA
is defined as an area within 0.5 mile of a major transit stop that is “existing or planned,
if the planned stop is scheduled to be completed within the planning horizon included
in a Transportation Improvement Program adopted pursuant to Section 450.216 or
450.332 of Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations.”6¢ PRC 21064.3 defines “major
transit stop” as “a site containing an existing rail transit station, a ferry terminal served
by either a bus or rail transit service, or the intersection of two or more major bus
routes with a frequency of service interval of 15 minutes or less during the AM and PM
peak commute periods.”” The Project is located within a 0.5 mile from a bus stop on
the corner of 7th Street & Santa Fe Avenue for eastbound/southbound buses for Los
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) Lines 18, 60, and 62
and a bus stop on the corner of 7th Street & Imperial Street for westbound/northbound

3 City of Los Angeles, City of Los Angeles Adoption of Vehicle Miles Traveled as the Transportation Impact
Metric under the California Environmental Quality Act, August 9, 2019.

4 California Public Resources Code (PRC), Section 21099(d)(1).
5 PRC, Section 21099(a)(4).

6 PRC, Section 21099(a)(7).

7 PRC, Section 21064.3.
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Metro Lines 18, 60, and 62. Metro Lines 18 and 60 have average headways of less
than 15 minutes in each direction during the morning and afternoon peak periods.®8
Therefore, the Projectis located in a TPA as defined in PRC Section 21099 and Zoning
Information (ZI) File No. 2452.°

(e) Congestion Management Program

The Congestion Management Program (CMP) was established statewide in 1990 to
implement Proposition 111, tying appropriation of new gas tax revenues to congestion
reduction efforts. CMP is managed at the countywide level and primarily uses an LOS
performance metric, which is inconsistent with more recent state efforts to transition
to VMT-based performance metrics. California Government Code Section 65088.3
allows counties to opt out of CMP requirements without penalty, if a majority of local
jurisdictions representing a majority of a county’s population formally adopt resolutions
requesting to opt out of the program.

On June 20, 2018, Metro initiated a process to gauge the interest of local jurisdictions
in opting out of State CMP requirements. On July 30, 2019, the Los Angeles City
Council passed a resolution to opt out of the CMP program, and on August 28, 2019,
Metro announced that the thresholds had been reached and the County of Los Angeles
had opted to be exempt from the CMP. As such, the provisions of the CMP no longer
apply to any of the 89 local jurisdictions in Los Angeles County. Accordingly, CMP
analysis is no longer included in City of Los Angeles environmental documents.

(3) Regional

(a) Southern California Association of Governments 2020—2045
Regional Transportation Plan / Sustainable Communities
Strategy

In compliance with SB 375, on September 3, 2020, the Southern California Association
of Governments (SCAG) Regional Council adopted the Connect SoCal 2020-2045
Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2020-2045
RTP/SCS), a long-range visioning plan that incorporates land use and transportation
strategies to increase mobility options and achieve a more sustainable growth pattern
while meeting greenhouse gas reduction targets set by the California Air Resources
Board (CARB). The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS contains baseline socioeconomic
projections that are used as the basis for SCAG’s transportation planning, as well as
the provision of services by the six-county region of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange,
Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura counties. SCAG policies are directed towards

8 Fehr & Peers, Applicability of Transit Priority Area (TPA) to the 670 Mesquit Project, September 2, 2020.
Provided in Appendix B of this Draft EIR.

9 City of Los Angeles, Zoning Information No. 2452, Transit Priority Areas (TPAs)/Exemptions to
Aesthetics and Parking within TPAs Pursuant to CEQA.

670 Mesquit City of Los Angeles
Draft Environmental Impact Report December 2021
IV.L-5



IV.L. Transportation

the development of regional land use patterns that contribute to reductions in vehicle
miles and improvements to the transportation system.

The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS builds on the long-range vision of SCAG’s prior 2016-2040
RTP/SCS to balance future mobility and housing needs with economic, environmental
and public health goals. A substantial concentration and share of growth is directed to
Priority Growth Areas (PGAs), which include high quality transit areas (HQTAs), TPAs,
job centers, Neighborhood Mobility Areas (NMAs) and Livable Corridors. These areas
account for four percent of SCAG'’s total land area but the majority of directed growth.
HQTAs are corridor-focused PGAs within one half mile of an existing or planned fixed
guideway transit stop or a bus transit corridor where buses pick up passengers at a
frequency of every 15 minutes (or less) during peak commuting hours. TPAs are PGAs
that are within a half mile of a major transit stop that is existing or planned. Job centers
are defined as areas with significant higher employment density than surrounding
areas which capture density peaks and locally significant job centers throughout all six
counties in the region. NMAs are PGAs with robust residential to non-residential land
use connections, high roadway intersection densities, and low-to-moderate traffic
speeds. Livable Corridors are arterial roadways where local jurisdictions may plan for
a combination of the following elements: high-quality bus frequency; higher density
residential and employment at key intersections; and increased active transportation
through dedicated bikeways.

The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS’ “Core Vision” prioritizes the maintenance and management
of the region’s transportation network, expanding mobility choices by co-locating
housing, jobs, and transit, and increasing investment in transit and complete streets.
Strategies to achieve the “Core Vision” include but are not limited to: Smart Cities and
Job Centers, Housing Supportive Infrastructure, Go Zones, and Shared Mobility.
Connect SoCal intends to create benefits for the SCAG region by achieving regional
goals for sustainability, transportation equity, improved public health and safety, and
enhancement of the regions’ overall quality of life. These benefits include but are not
limited to a five percent reduction in VMT per capita, nine percent reduction in vehicle
hours traveled, and a two percent increase in work-related transit trips.

(4) Local

(a)  Mobility Plan 2035

Mobility Plan 2035, which was adopted by the City of Los Angeles City Council on
January 20, 2016, is a comprehensive update of the City’s Transportation Element
and incorporates “complete streets” principles.'0 Government Code Sections
65302(b)(2)(A) and (B) require a circulation element (i.e., Mobility Plan 2035) to
provide for a balanced, multimodal transportation network that meets the needs of all
users of streets, roads, and highways. “All users” by definition in the statute is

10 City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, Mobility Plan 2035: An Element of the General Plan,
adopted by City Council, January 20, 2016.
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“bicyclists, children, persons with disabilities, motorists, movers of commercial goods,
pedestrians, users of public transportation, and seniors.”'! This requirement was
established as part of Assembly Bill 1358, which is referred to as the California
Complete Streets Act, as well as the Caltrans Deputy Directive DD-64-R1, Complete
Streets: Integrating the Transportation System.

Mobility Plan 2035 includes goals that define the City’s five main priorities: (1) Safety
First; (2) World Class Infrastructure; (3) Access for All Angelenos; (4) Collaboration,
Communication and Informed Choices; and (5) Clean Environmental & Healthy
Communities. Each of the goals contains objectives and policies to support the
achievement of those goals.

Street classifications are designated in the Mobility Plan, and may be amended by a
Community Plan, and are intended to create a balance between traffic flow and other
important street functions, including transit routes and stops, pedestrian environments,
bicycle routes, building design and site access, etc. The Complete Streets Design
Guide, which was adopted by the City Council alongside the Mobility Plan, defines the
street classifications as follows: 12

* Arterial Streets — Major streets that serve through traffic and provide access to
major commercial activity centers. Arterials are divided into two categories:

— Boulevards represent the widest streets that typically provide regional access
to major destinations and include two categories:

= Boulevard | provides up to four travel lanes in each direction with a target
operating speed of 40 miles per hour (mph).

= Boulevard Il provides up to three travel lanes in each direction with a target
operating speed of 35 mph.

— Avenues pass through both residential and commercial areas and include three
categories:

= Avenue | provide up to two travel lanes in each direction with a target
operating speed of 35 mph.

= Avenue Il provide up to two travel lanes in each direction with a target
operating speed of 30 mph.

= Avenue lll provide up to two travel lanes in each direction with a target
operating speed of 25 mph.

e Collector Streets — Generally located in residential neighborhoods and provide
access to and from arterial streets for local traffic and are not intended for cut-

11 California Legislative Information, Assembly Bill No. 1358.

12 City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, Complete Streets Design Guide, adopted by City
Council, August 12, 2015.
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through traffic. Collector Streets provide one travel lane in each direction with a
target operating speed of 25 mph.

e |ocal Streets — Intended to accommodate lower volumes of vehicle traffic and
provide parking on both sides of the street. Local Streets provide one travel lane
in each direction with a target operating speed of 15 to 20 mph. Local Streets can
be:

— Continuous local streets that connect to other streets at both ends.
— Non-Continuous local streets that lead to a dead-end.

In addition, Mobility Plan 2035 identifies corridors proposed to receive improved bicycle,
pedestrian, transit and vehicle infrastructure improvements. Each of the networks are
defined as the following:

e The Neighborhood Enhanced Network (NEN) identifies a selection of streets that
provide comfortable and safe routes for localized travel of slower-moving modes,
such as walking, bicycling, or other slow speed motorized means of travel.

e The Transit Enhanced Network (TEN) identifies a network of arterial streets
prioritized to improve existing and future bus service for transit riders.

e The Bicycle Enhanced Network (BEN) identifies a network of streets that will
receive treatments that prioritize bicyclists. The bicycle network is described in
Policy 2.6 of Mobility Plan 2035 and includes gap closures for the protected bicycle
lane system, bicycle paths, and Tier 1 protected Bicycle Lanes, which are bicycle
facilities on arterial roadways with physical separation.

¢ The Bicycle Lane Network (BLN) identifies a network of streets that will receive
treatments that prioritize bicyclists, specifically Tier 2 and Tier 3 Bicycle Lanes.
Tier 2 and Tier 3 Bicycle Lanes are facilities on roadways with striped separation.
Tier 2 Bicycle Lanes are those more likely to be built by 2035.

e The Vehicle Enhanced Network (VEN) identifies streets that prioritize vehicular
movement and offer safe, consistent travel speeds and reliable travel times.

e The Pedestrian Enhanced Districts (PEDs) identify where pedestrian
improvements on arterial streets could be prioritized to provide better walking
connections to and from the major destinations within communities.

The 2010 Bicycle Plan, which is part of Mobility Plan 2035, guides the development of
a Citywide bicycle transportation system and establishes standards for development
of these facilities, as well as criteria for prioritization of development of designated
routes. With a stated policy to reduce automobile trips and GHG emissions by making
five percent of all daily trips and three percent of commute trips bicycle trips by 2020,
the 2010 Bicycle Plan establishes a Backbone Bikeway Network and Neighborhood
Bikeway Network linking Regional Centers to promote bicycle usage.
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(b) Central City North Community Plan

The Project Site is located in the Central City North Community Plan (Community Plan)
Area, which includes the following transportation and circulation objectives and policies
that are applicable to the Project:13

Policy 2-2.2: New development needs to add to and enhance the existing
pedestrian street activity.

Policy 2-2.3 and 2-3.4: Require that the first-floor street frontage of structures,
including mixed use projects and parking structures located in pedestrian
oriented districts, incorporate commercial uses.

Policy 2-3.1: New development needs to add to and enhance the existing
pedestrian activity.

A Transportation Improvement and Mitigation Plan (TIMP), was prepared for the
Community Plan through an analysis of the land use impacts on transportation. The TIMP
establishes a program of specific measures which are recommended to be undertaken
during the life of the Community Plan. The TIMP provides an implementation program for
the circulation needs of the Plan area. The following TIMP programs were reviewed to
determine Project consistency with the Community Plan:

Street Reclassifications: The TIMP proposes the implementation of a new street
classification, local industrial, in the Central City North area.

Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Program: The TIMP identifies TDM
programs and other improvements to enhance safety and mobility in the Central City
North area, such as encouraging the formation of Transportation Management
Associations (TMAs) and the continued implementation of the Citywide TDM
Ordinance. The following policies are relevant to the Project:

Policy 12-1.1: Encourages non-residential development to provide employee
incentives for utilizing alternatives to the automobile.

Policy 12-1.3: Requires that proposals for major new non-residential
development projects include submission of a TDM Plan to the City.

Policy 12-1.4: States that TDM measures in Central City North should be
consistent with adopted City policy.

The Community Plan also provides for various modes of non-motorized
transportation/circulation such as walking and bicycle riding by establishing policies and

13 City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, Central City North Community Plan, adopted
December 15, 2000 and amended September 7, 2016, pages IlI-21 to |Ill-26,
http://planning.lacity.org/complan/pdf/ccncptxt.pdf. Accessed November 21, 2018
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standards to facilitate the development of a bicycle route system which is intended to
compliment other transportation modes. The following policy is relevant to the Project:

Policy 13.1.4: Encourages the provision of changing rooms, showers, and
bicycle storage at new and existing and non-residential developments and public
places.

Relevant policies in Chapter V, Urban Design, were also reviewed to assess the Project’s
consistency with the Community Plan. Design policies for individual projects that are
relevant to the Project are:

C. Multiple Residential — 1. Site Planning: All multi-family residential projects
of five or more units shall be designed around a landscaped focal point or
courtyard to serve as an amenity for residents.

C. Multiple Residential — 3. Parking Structures: Parking structures shall be
integrated with the design of the buildings they serve.

(c) Los Angeles Municipal Code

With regard to construction traffic, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) Section 41.40
limits construction activities to the hours from 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM on weekdays and
from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM on Saturdays and national holidays. No construction is
permitted on Sundays.

LAMC Section 12.37 sets forth requirements for street dedications and improvements
for new development projects. Specifically, LAMC Section 12.37 states that no building
or structure shall be erected or enlarged on any property, and no building permit shall
be issued therefore, on any R3 or less restrictive zone, or in any lot in the RD1.5, RD2,
or R3 Zones, if the lot abuts a major or secondary highway or collector street unless
one-half of the street adjacent to the subject property has been dedicated and improved
to the full width to meet the standards for a highway or collector street as provided in
the LAMC.

With regard to on-site bicycle parking, LAMC Section 12.21 A.16 sets forth requirements
for long-term and short-term bicycle parking for residential and commercial buildings.
Where there is a combination of uses on a lot, the number of bicycle parking spaces
required shall be the sum of the requirements of the various uses. LAMC Section 12.21
A.16 also includes facility requirements, design standards and siting requirements for
bicycle parking.

LAMC Section 12.26 J provides for Transportation Demand Management (TDM) and Trip
Reduction Measures that are applicable to the construction of new non-residential gross
floor area. Different TDM requirements are provided for developments in excess of 25,000
square feet of gross floor area, 50,000 square feet of gross floor area, and 100,000 square
feet of gross floor area. The TDM requirements set forth therein vary depending upon the
maximum non-residential gross floor area described above, and include measures such
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as the provision of a bulletin board, display case, or kiosk with transit information and
carpool/vanpool parking spaces.

(d)  LADOT Transportation Assessment Guidelines

LADOT established the TAG in July 2019 (and consequent update in July 2020) to
effectuate a review process that advances the City’s vision of developing a safe,
accessible, well-maintained, and well-connected multimodal transportation network. The
TAG was developed to identify land use development and transportation projects that
may impact the transportation system, to ensure proposed land use development projects
achieve site access design requirements and on-site circulation best practices, to define
whether off-site improvements are needed, and to provide step-by-step guidance for
assessing impacts and preparing TA studies.

Project applicants and consultants must follow the procedures and standards set forth in
the TAG when preparing and submitting a TA to ensure a timely review by LADOT.
However, the TAG requirements may differ in certain areas of the City where specific
plans or similar area specific ordinances establish distinct guidelines.

The TAG includes guidelines, methods, and impact criteria for CEQA considerations that
focus on VMT, geometric hazards, and policy conflicts. The TAG also establishes a
framework for various non-CEQA analyses including a pedestrian, bicycle, and transit
access assessment, a project access, safety, and circulation assessment, project
construction, and residential street cut-through analysis. As part of the CEQA
considerations, each area of analysis is described in the TAG with a discussion of screening
criteria, the methodology for analysis, impact criteria, and potential mitigation options.

(e) Freeway Safety Analysis

LADOT issued Interim Guidance for Freeway Safety Analysis (City Freeway Guidance)
on May 1, 2020 identifying City requirements for a CEQA safety analysis of Caltrans
facilities as part of a transportation assessment. The City Freeway Guidance relates to
the identification of potential safety impacts at freeway off-ramps as a result of increased
traffic from development projects. It provides a methodology and significance criteria for
assessing whether additional vehicle queueing at off-ramps could result in a safety impact
due to speed differentials between the mainline freeway lanes and the queued vehicles
at the off-ramp.

(f) LADOT Manual of Policies and Procedures Section 321

The Manual of Policies and Procedures (MPP) Section 321 provides the basic criteria for
the review of driveway design. As discussed in MPP Section 321, the basic principle of
driveway location planning is to minimize potential conflicts between users of the parking
facility and users of the abutting street system, including the safety of pedestrians.
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(9) Vision Zero

The Vision Zero Los Angeles program, implemented by LADOT, represents a citywide
effort to eliminate traffic deaths in the City by 2025. Vision Zero has two goals: a 20-
percent reduction in traffic deaths by 2017 and zero traffic deaths by 2025. In order to
achieve these goals, LADOT has identified a network of streets, called the High Injury
Network, which has a higher incidence of severe and fatal collisions. The High Injury
Network, which was last updated in 2018, represents 6 percent of the City’s street miles
but accounts for approximately two thirds (64 percent) of all fatalities and serious injury
collisions involving people walking and biking.

(h) Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles

Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles: A Health and Wellness Element of the General Plan (Plan
for a Healthy Los Angeles) provides guidelines to enhance the City’s position as a regional
leader in health and equity, encourage healthy design and equitable access, and increase
awareness of equity and environmental issues.'4 The Plan for a Healthy Los Angeles
addresses greenhouse gas emission reductions and social connectedness, which are
affected by the land use pattern and transportation opportunities.

(i) Citywide Design Guidelines

The Citywide Design Guidelines (Design Guidelines) identify urban design principles to
guide architects and developers in designing high-quality projects that meet the City’s
functional, aesthetic, and policy objectives and help foster a sense of community.!® The
Design Guidelines are organized around three design approaches: pedestrian-first
design, 360-degree design, and climate-adapted design.

b) 